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UAMA Begins $1.4 Million 
Endowment Drive
	 Robert McCall has amassed an extraordinary body of work – 
consisting of paintings, drawings, and archival materials – that will 
help scholars study how the future unfolded throughout the course 
of the 20th century. In addition to being about McCall’s work and the 
future of science and technology, this gift is about the future of artistic 
achievement and creativity.  
	 Caring for McCall’s work and future archives will be a full-time job 

that requires a new 
permanent position  
at the UAMA. 
The goal is to have the 
new position supported 
in perpetuity by a $1.4 
million endowment. 
UA alumni Norman 
McClelland and 
John Norton have 
committed a combined 

challenge gift to jump-start fundraising efforts. 
Work has begun to raise an additional $700,000.	
	 The UAMA is investing $150,000 toward 
renovating current warehouse space into a state-
of-the-art humidity-controlled archive. Long-
term plans include moving the UAMA into the 
existing home of the Arizona Historical Society.
	  “This project provides a unique opportunity 
to literally invest in a vision of the future that 
will create a one-of-a-kind museum experience 
for generations to enjoy,” said Charles Guerin, 
executive director of the UAMA.
	 To learn more about specific recognition 
opportunities for gifts supporting the visual 
archive at The University of Arizona Museum  
of Art, please contact Charles Guerin at 
520-621-9505. 

The Archive of Visual Arts 
at The University of Arizona

The University of Arizona Museum of Art’s new 
research arm, the Archive of Visual Arts (AVA), will 
expand the museum’s focus to include the full 
spectrum of the visual arts.  

The AVA will collect artists’ papers and materials 
to support the study of creativity and document the 
motivations that inspire individual artists to do their 
best work. These materials include diaries, business 
and personal correspondences, financial planning 
documents, contracts, wills, technical data, slides, 
photos and videos. 

The archive will facilitate research in related and 
tangential fields such as arts, business, law, estate 
planning, marketing, entrepreneurship, museum 
studies, philosophy and criticism.

 “The AVA will not only support research in art 
history, it will also provide a fertile repository for 
the study of creativity itself and creative processes 
and technologies,” said Charles Guerin, executive 
director of the UAMA.

The UAMA is only the second museum in the nation 
to propose collecting archives of important living 
and recently deceased American artists across the 
full range of visual arts. McCall’s collection is that 
pivotal gift that will be as important as Ansel Adams’ 
was to the Center for Creative Photography 30 
years ago. 

McCall’s artwork will positively influence the next 
chapter of space exploration at the University, said 
Joaquin Ruiz, dean of UA’s College of Science.

“If you look at what we call transformative science, 
the type of research that really changes the way 
we view our world, it’s all on the edge of science 
fiction,” Ruiz said. “Sometimes people like Bob 
McCall help point us in the direction of where 
science should be going. The futuristic views of his 
work will be inspiring to new explorations – beyond 
the current Mars mission – that we are already 
working on.”

McCall pieces have been on display at the UA for 
years, including the Large Binocular Telescope on 
Mt. Graham and Steward Observatory on campus, 
where he has served on the University’s astronomy 
board for more than a decade.

“Bob is absolutely passionate about astronomy and 
space science, so it’s been wonderful to have him 
and his wife, Louise, around the program,” said 
Peter Strittmatter, director of Steward Observatory 
at The University of Arizona. 

2007: An Art Odyssey  “Imagination will often carry us to 
worlds that never were. But without 
it we go nowhere.”

– Carl Sagan

Apollo 13




